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[ pou'd asked mn 18 manths age if | could see Sam Hifl
Hdlng for Specialized, | most probably would have waid
'ng’. Bul &6 remours slarted fo cintulate all the warious
ploces dopped Into place; and ther B Monster!
Speciafized team was born. The team would stay ine
sarme Jacy (above, mechanech, Brerdan Fairciough (sbove
right, riderd, and Sean Heimdal (team mandges) and Sam
Hill (ppposine page, tar right, reder). Al that changes is
the frame kvay are riding and the neme aof the team




Waords-ann phofos oo Lpess

THE JIGSAW IS COMPLETE
FOR SPEGIALIZED’S RETURN TO
WORLD CUP DOWNHILL

Ilhmnmmmﬂammﬂhﬁmmlwﬂmﬁ b wousld be erawling up a chimney with a full
navspunsgtsm A, 'mm‘?ﬁun&gﬂ i whg;e o sm—%m
m e 5| | if they do ear's ride soried by ‘praper
® Ciars b sat mmfc’mrs ‘one of tio talerited few that gets uﬁﬂmpgmumhkesammuamhmm inciough, then you donT have
to'warmy Santa comes early, knocking of your deor with plenty of




desy Fairclough would be rading f >
[Besides all the hot air on the web, the first graing

of truth were in some not-so-gubtle and un-officia
pesred of Sain

hints in Vegas, rhr—n gome ghots
Some folk that koo

T told you g0’ and

ide bme?‘ or

works soon’ and

week driving all over Calit
uld really answer these

mw upylamed do thmg~ a8 company fo ounder Miks

Noinyard says: “We are ﬁcqt@hc ntout getting Bam and

Fiaht ime snd h
Suy. [E s a dreamn
0 4o, 10 hay

|carny and imnrove v e are doing.

> forms,

Baen Capron is in charge of Global Masketing at Specilized He knows the selling powar
- thal Hill and the Monsler team will have for the compiny over the next s peors.

He i3 the brain behind the

|HWE"RE OPEN
T0 NEW LDEAS
AND: THE

50

IHSTEHTS HWE
{GET FROM SAM
AND BRENDAN.

QuUT: THE
BIKES ARE
&01HGE TO GET
|BETTER AND
BETTER

The mian bohind the brand, Mike Sinyard s bMe
Specislized, and e s 8 about t&es. You can be sane
thad e will-be hisimg for glooy, and of cooprse the Men's
DH rasnbew siripes and Worsd Chamalarishio 1tle, o bile
fhat the compamny doas ol yet hava.
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Jan Talavasah works oul all e nifty gritly dotails as part
of the enginesring leam,

{laft) Brandon Sloan and fos Bockley (who was
interestingly Shawn Falmar's mechanio back in the dayi
work on the RAD of high ang bikes Bke the Dema,

Whal & carear thio young Brtish riger-has-had so far. When your ieam mates have includod HmPvdLGrﬂ?mll‘mMr
ot [ the Il 12 thoihs, Sem HB then yod know et you ore in good commparmy. 2000 tould be the yeme

Erpndan Feérciough. After fies performanoe sl lwe finsd rolsnd of @ss wear's Word Cup in Schisdming, then a odium
Lar wwen possibly o wind coun be on the cands,

SRR AND
BRENDAN ARE
OBYIOUSLY
CAPABLE

OF RIDING
REALLY
FAST, JACY
IS A GREAIT
| CONMUNICATOR
AND REALLY
[INTO THE
[PRODUCT AND
)SEhh HOLDS

IT ALEL

ITOGETHER

we caln test it
anyone elsel”

Cam (in

ho runs the R&:D of hlg,h end
've been racing downhiil for over

‘0. very vigible way. Peopie here L
Brandon and Buck (. Bucklay, who
&1’s mechanic back in t
are big into downhill. What we
waye looking for is a rider who
e help us develop better bikes, and
4lso can really push things to the linit
What's interssting ahout the Monster
eciglized teain is the four person

53

lnd reu.lly into th# pD 1l
Liolds it all togather'




Much hias been sssd abowt Sam Hill's mave ta Speciallned
and the affect that it will hawe, not only on bike sales

but mlso an his peddormance. & good fder wilt adant
{oeany bike, and Specialized technalogy i sroven, 5o
there should be no problerns Were, (s there an all=-new,
redesignad bike in the pipedineT Your gliess Is a5 good a5
e, bl Id Bee bo fhink thare is.




The wieapmn of chace, el Demo & wihech ta wa gobe
pregs) i ey not availshle heo i e LK

juct one of thu e moments *.-'rh::re 1t snemed

14 Cup and World Champs. “I fuusned racing in
000. And I tm cl start.nd dumg some coaching and thers
ve g coach

hairlift in Thredbo, at an Austrahan nationsl

iround in 2000 I think. There was a. stream of riders
mder the 1ift and one guy was just cutting ]

i was watching going ‘anyone know who th
ou could just tell he was gifted on a bike. Tt
lear he just rode the bike differently. So I u

iowm this young kid Sam with his dad. Me

froat of the talldng, id he wanted to win the World

“harnpionships. Basically that's where it started. S8o
from 2002 to 2006 1 did the DH coaching thing fulltime
for Cyeling Australia, then in ‘07 I got inyolved with the
1 which meant I g0t pulled a F

TN FRONT |

FOR A WHLLE,
| BUT PEOFPLE
WORKED

=
=
o

THEY HAVE

ore mpo tbehum th it should ta back ta
T 6 he used to do.)

Thiz maen men, B cnes Wl make § happen. Working relstionahizs frust and bessf jn
draams and goaks are what running & leam & 88 about. Team mEnpar SEEm Habmded pnd

Specialized awner Mike Sinyard lnow that togsther By carfhave i2il They want 1o win,
anet in Hill they now hanve the capsbilily,




Telamelry plays 15 pod wiven (L comes to design @nd enginearing. Sam Peckma
rans the lesl lak for Spocisiized. s : L




ut P'm prevty eor

riders will be able to get more or less am"bﬂre th

up. Basxcql]\y\.'
! ion from wheel path, 50 we can tune thern

Independently. If vwe want o

podalling, braking, all that s

T rek being flaunted about as one
howr does this reflect on the Demn.
“Bome people think there is a lot of Wﬂﬂht in the
the Demo. Sam an cy were yworried about tha

internat, but the funny thing
nder 401bs out of the box,
hat's with real DH 1y and wheels. Mot sing)
yres. With d Cup BoXXer, Elixir
e other ¢l Ses3, it's easy 10 get a bike like
= 561ba.”

Lnis a lot, egpecially on th

wway for Sam to jurnp on oner
e, the plan 13 to
ke, “But if their #

g We can, bust out pr
y. It od with Trek a

ilovy 1 understand where the 10638 evolve oL, ol
10w can they be sure the bikes will handle the abuse
Hixt a geason of World Cups will deal out? That's when
e prototypes get dragded down to the basement for
uirture at the hands of Sam Pickman. It's top secret
stuft down here, not too many photog allowed. There
et up to hend and twi
1€ thousands

& several large machi

1 ty'pec of terrain from our locil
histler

= g, friend of mine corn e up short
his gort of t.hmg in torturs
pointed. Sam explaing i
t for are really not aohisvabis
on point where you
rider 16t's go and the bike falls from & long way },ﬁ), £ay
directly on the front wheel, that it's still going;_tc.; be OX.

I can ratiembs
iV} Ju.mp and nppm‘

Lhose guys ok

= wags doing 10 runs
7 week, that th

a day In Whistler.

th, novr bhe;

OMFETITION
FIRRY

ENDLUT ﬂH OF
SOMETHING
TRIED AND

san buy. Th
0 he unverle

TRUSTED THAT
WINS OUT,

NOT THE LAST |
HINUTE FLASH |

V'OF GENIUS |

The ghm? The missng EnkT The catalyst? How should
we desarihe Seoft Sharples? He is key inthis now
rilationship belwesn H¥ and Spegiplized. He canned ba
ovarlooked, his role is vital






